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SENOIVC DR FOR THE n}:coan

FBNCT:  Meeting with Mp. ﬁills,am ¢, Ik:milton, Country Di.rector,
Isos, Burean Of Xast Aslan epd FPacifie Affairs, State

. | ; | ” 25X1A9a
1; The undorsigacd and . |G -t vit:
7. Hasilton on 23 Jenuanry to dfscuss Department of Stete interzata
n Toocs yhich might 1,4* res«aardabze and thercrcrs incluvded ir CiR'am
”t‘té-:‘,’ &R Je08. :

2, Mr, }Imilton noted three in’ccmepartmutal atu‘f 1ee on
‘aog ~tiich wonld wapnup the current in.fcnmtion and thinking on
whe miblect: :

a. A reviev of thc gituation in lace by en
IRG working group headoﬁ bty Hamilton.

‘ b. A follow-on atmly by the same ING group,
dus within 30 days, vhich w111 de concerned vith
- policies for the fuw e,

c. A Tregswy nezartz ant study on m:bi zotion

- fund srranponents, econaerncd primrily with the
cuecticn of future U.E. ba%mcv of rumente cupport ,_
to inos. Yhis etuvdy hasg @ (lweh deadline endé 18 urder
the direction of Mr. Malph Hirschiritt (Deputy Arsistont
Secretery for International Pinencial and Fecnomic
fEfudre ), vith Mr. Curt Perrier doing most of the vork.

3¢ Mr.d amil euvjast«ed that the directlion of fituvre
CER research on IuOS could be nointed to by e eriticel evalurtion of
those veports. 1o sbated that s good deal that wouwd Yte very vraful.
to khow wac probebly not reseaghable becduse of the lrek of infor-
metion. However, 'the?e tap recently Socn & rarked mpove'rrt in tle
£lowr of informution. Sugeested arenc of research thet came immdiately
1o lMr, Hamilton's mird were: '
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a. Eow ere things going on the Pathet iLso
pide? How "spomgy is their aituation? s the
propertion of NVA troops lacrensing, indicating
that the P.1. strwture mey be deteriorating?
¥r. Bamiltop moted thet Fenl ‘aoger (RAND) was
nov in laoe to gtuly this suvbject but probebly
world not report until this fmll.

b. Ve kpowv virtuglly nothing of the future
intentions of the Cormmmirts with regpect to Iaos.
Ciemrly, there iz a stromg relaticonghip tc the
regolution ¢f the wvar in "vuth Vietmem. IHowever,
as & minimup 1t is wnlikely tlet Hunol would give
up 1ts hold or the porthemst. On the other hand,
Bapol may Jook wpon Isos &g a trade-off for South
Vietnms; thiz view bes teen advenced by Craham
Haptin, our pregent Avbageador to Thalland. The
key gquestion 18, “hat are the “cemnnists llkely
to sgettle for im Imoe?"

25X6A

d. The jroblem of the next gemeratios in Leos --
o sre the potantial Dtive leadere? ‘hop should the
U.8. back? bo sre the likely succesors to Souvanns
Froums, the 5% yesr 014 neutralist Fremier, Mr. Hamilton
called this s grievous void" in owr infarwmetion, azl
suid that 1t bod been worked on in the fleld by Itate,
ut go far without much suecceszs.

h, Fr, "smiltom noted thet the situmtion in leoe i changling.
Fe pointed to the recomeiliation vetween the Right med ‘enter, vho
wre shouting st each other a few yesrs agp. There kawe been sigaif]-
cant politioal chenges 1n the pest year, and th re -am be Iolected
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‘ 3 the % : : will eon-
o comtinue in the future. 'hile conservative presgures
tinue, the Uight is mows split then solidified, and Ganeral g}:y«_
yasith's porition is not growing stromger. Tre longer that
gitustion in Teos goes on [thet ip, the ratier wm‘iﬁw“
sAadility), the greater the evolution of the lace political situatiorn.
Evidemos of thig cen be fowd in the New Ysar's ley elestion.

. de digcucsed (RR altearnetives in laotlan mme&:
Wl&,iﬁix 1e @ cholce of dlvidiag ORR yesearch im two ynrte -
(1) the 158956 veckground, end {2) the follow-up production o1 .
specific pleces of known value. ¥r. Eamliton felt that, by tueelf,
the historical piece wouid be very worthwhile, e should, therefsore,

pignte this porsible divielon snd decide quickly om s course

investignte :
of reseqych action.
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